STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR BLACK BUSINESSES
By Dr. Rosie Milligan

I launched a Web site two years ago, www.911forblackamerica.com, as a vehicle to connect Blacks globally for doing business with each other and as a vehicle to provide pertinent information that Blacks should know about. Facing the demise of Black radio and newspapers, where will Blacks get pertinent information? We use the slogan, “Advertising does not cost; it pays.” That sounds good, but the truth is, many small businesses really cannot afford to advertise at the going advertisement rate. Therefore, the superhighway—Web, Internet—is not an option—it’s a necessity. If America can do business with China, etc., surely we can do business with our sisters and brothers within the U.S.A. (Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi, etc.). We must support Black businesses all over the world, and particularly those in the United States.
I placed numerous businesses on my 911Web site; I asked if they would send a small donation. I received only two donations. Now, as I update my Web site, I discovered that many of the Black restaurants have now closed their doors. Today, I could not help but shed tears. Then I stopped crying and thanked God that I am still here. I had to merge my son’s herb and bookstore with my business next door at 1425 W. Manchester Ave., Ste B, Los Angeles, CA 90047. We placed the herbs on one side of the wall and the books on the other side, L-shaped the center, and moved the office backward. It worked well; in fact, better than we had expected. When people come to the office to get services such as: tax preparation, notary, Living Trusts, wills, Power of Attorney, etc., they now take a look at the books, herbs, magazines, newspaper, and other products—because these items are now in their face. So, sales are made that would not have been made otherwise if the herbs and books were next door at Ste. C. 
What am I saying? I am saying that we must carve out a way to sustain our businesses versus giving up. We now have four businesses under one roof; we have shared space. We can no longer afford to do business as usual in this down economy. Remember, it’s better to merge your business with another business versus go out of business. Think about it! As a business consultant, I am available to assist those who wish to stay in business by any means necessary. The migration of Blacks to the suburbs hurt the Black businesses. We lost customers. Let’s face it—most of our customers are Blacks.

We have three industries that we can hold on to if we make a conscience effort to do so. These businesses are: cosmetology/barbers, hair care products, and restaurants. You would be amazed at what could happen for Black folks if all Black churches would have a Black business directory for the city they are located in and surrounding cities. It’s the Black businesses closing now, but if you don’t watch out, you will see that it will be the Black churches next, because most of their monies come from Black people too. We need to act together now; time is of the essence! What will we tell our children if we stand by with apathy, complain, and do nothing? What kind of love do you have for your offspring? It’s bad enough that we don’t leave anything for our children as an inheritance; yet, we often leave them the financial burden of having to bury us. You should be ashamed.
I have provided a list of restaurants in this newspaper issue, and they are also listed on www.911forblackamerica.com, so the next time you go out to dine, make use of these businesses. One thing that Black folk love to do and that is eat. The proof is in the pudding. Go ahead and say, “Sure you are right!” I have also listed Black hair care manufacturers, and those who manufacture their own herbal and health care products. There should not be another Black restaurant that closes in our community. Where are the church folk eating? 
Please know that I am not angry. I am hurt when I see what’s happening with Black businesses. People, we need to thrive versus merely survive. We need thriving businesses so that we can reduce the unemployment rate for our people. We all eat, so do more eating in the Black eateries. Please tell your relatives and friends to visit www.911forblackamerica.com, and as the late Muhammad Nasserdean would say, “Every time you get a chance, put a dollar in a Black man’s hand.” We must save ourselves; there is no train, bus, or airplane coming for us.
If you want to know who your political representatives are, you can find them on www.911forblackamerica.com. When you put in your zip code and their names and addresses, this information will pop up. Get knowledge and become empowered.
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