Blacks Hanging On Life Support

By Dr. Rosie Milligan

Blacks must fund their own economic liberation. How long will Blacks depend on others for economic oxygen? We must learn economic CPR and resuscitate ourselves. Almost every major event held by Blacks in Los Angeles, California, was cancelled last year due to a lack of funding/sponsorship from non-Blacks. If it were not for White folks’ money, the NAACP and other groups would not be able to hold their events.

I had to cancel Black Writers On Tour last year for lack of financial help. I have funded a large amount of this event’s cost from my personal funds. I am at retirement age, and I cannot continue to do so. Via these writing conferences, I have helped authors from age 7 to age 95 tell their stories, because Literacy Is Everybody’s Business. I have helped 275 Black authors see their books in print and have helped more than 30 authors start their own publishing companies. I helped launch a major literary agent’s career on the West Coast, Thompson’s Literary Agency. Our forefathers took their stories to their grave because they had no one to help them tell it. History will repeat itself if we do not learn from their experience. When we fail to record what we did, others will come along and claim those honors; and if we are not mindful, we will be written out of history. Instead, we will be remembered by the pages written by a one-sided player-hating and insensitive media. 

I hope and pray that even after my transition there will be someone whom I have touched who will carry on the legacy of assuring that our stories will be told. Mary McLeod Bethune stated in her will, “I leave you hope, I leave you love, I leave you a thirst for knowledge.” I want to leave you a thirst for knowledge, and I challenge you to continue to make literacy everybody’s business and to see to it that our stories, not his-story, is passed on to the next generation. I challenge you to leave no Black child behind when it comes to reading and writing. Our stories may not be televised, but they can be written in the pages of history.

Haven’t you noticed that it is our Black children and adults who lag behind in reading and writing skills? So, then, who should be concerned? As a publisher, I see poorly written manuscripts with three hundred pages containing no paragraphs, without proper nouns capitalized, and many more major mistakes. If you don’t believe me, ask your child, even your adult child, to write a one-page topic on any subject and you be the judge for yourself.

The days are gone when one could just call a meeting to discuss, face-to-face, a grievance, complaint, etc. Instead, you are asked to “put it in writing,” and a poorly written communiqué will get no response in most cases. Be it politically correct or not, people tend to judge one by the way they write and speak—so we must do better.

I need you to financially help me to keep this venue alive and well. I am reaching out to you so that you will not be able to say what people often say when things go south, “What happened to that business/organization?” I need your help. It’s not for me; it’s for those that I am concerned about. You can go to www.Blackwritersontour.com and make a donation via PayPal, or you can send your donations to Black Writers On Tour, 1425 W. Manchester Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90047. 323-750-3592
Thank you in advanced for your assistance. You may have friends who want to help. Inform others about this noteworthy event. It is a tax-deductible donation.
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